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Valens enter into himself; but, growing more hardened by the contempt
of grace, he gave a second order for banishing Basil Going to sign it,
he took for this purpose one of those reeds which the ancients used as
we do pens, which many eastern people do at this day. This reed broke
in his hands, as did a second and a third in like manner, as refusing to
write: and as he was taking a fourth, he found his hand tremble and the
sinews of his arm slackened, which made him in a fright tear the paper
and leave Basil in quiet.1 The Prefect Modestus was not so ungrateful to
him as the emperor had been; for, recovering of a dangerous sickness by
his charitable visit and prayers, he acknowledged the benefit done him
and was ever after the saint's friend.

St Basil took two journeys into Armenia, to pacify certain disturbances
and to redress scandals caused by the heretics in those parts. In 371
Cappadocia was divided by an imperial law into two provinces, and of
the second Tyana was made the metropolis. Whereupon Anthimus,
bishop of that city, claimed the jurisdiction of a metropolitan, grounding
his pretensions on the civil division of the province; because it often
happened that the bishop of the metropolis of a province was made an
archbishop, though this was no general rule. In 373 the saint was visited
with a dangerous fit of illness, in which he was once thought dead.2 Yet
he recovered, and took the benefit of the hot baths. In 376, Demosthenes,
vicar of the praefectus-prsetorii, being made governor of Cappadocia,
favoured Eustathius of Sebaste and the other Arians, and raised a violent
persecution against the Catholics, especially the friends of St BasiL But
the Emperor Valens being defeated and burnt in a cottage in Thrace by
the Goths, whom he himself had infected with the Arian heresy, on the
9th of August 378, peace was restored to the church by the Emperor
Gratian. St Basil fell sick the same year and prepared himself for his
passage to eternity. The whole city, in the utmost grief and consternation,
resorted to his house, ready to use violence to his soul, if it were possible,
that it might not quit its habitation. But the time was come in which
God had decreed to recompense his faithful servant, and the saint with
these words in his mouth, " Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my
spirit," departed this life on the ist of January 379, being fifty-one years
old. His riches he had sent before him to heaven, and he did not leave
enough for a tombstone; but the people not only erected an everlasting
monument for him in their hearts, but also honoured him with funeral
obsequies magnificent to the last degree. His sacred remains were carried
by the hands of saints and accompanied by an incredible confluence of
people* Everyone was for touching his shroud and the be<I on which
he had slept, thinking to receive some blessing from their devotion. Sighs
and lamentations drowned the singing of the psalms; the very pagans and
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